
Report to: Licensing and Environmental Health Committee, 14th Sept 2020

Report of: Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services

Subject: PAVEMENT LICENCES – BUSINESS AND PLANNING ACT 2020

1. Recommendation

1.1 Members are asked to note the details of the implementation of the new 
pavement licensing scheme introduced by the Council as a result of the 
Business and Planning Act 2020. 

2. Background

2.1 The Business and Planning Act which received Royal Assent on 22 July 2020 
contained a number of regulatory changes designed to support economic recovery 
post Covid lockdown.  One of the changes was the introduction of a new licensing 
scheme to allow hospitality premises to place tables and chairs and associated 
furniture outside of their premises under “pavement licences”.  Use of outside space 
is considered helpful to support social distancing and generally compensate for the 
limitations of number of customers

2.2 Whilst the Council already authorises street cafes and the siting of tables and chairs 
on the highway under its current Street Amenity Consent Scheme as set out in 
Section 115E of the Highways Act 1980, the new Pavement licensing scheme is 
temporary and only intended to have effect until 30th September 2021, so will sit 
alongside the Council’s existing scheme.

2.3 Officers have worked at pace and under very tight time restraints to ensure that the 
Council was in a position to implement the new Pavement Licensing scheme and was 
ready to begin considering applications from Worcester businesses immediately, 
after 22 July 2020.

3. Council Policy and Procedure 

3.1 All applicants must complete a prescribed form and post prescribed notices on their 
premises indicating the proposed area of the licence. Once received they are subject 
to 7 days of consultation and then a decision has to be taken within a further 7 days: 
otherwise the licence is deemed to have been granted for a year. Only Christmas 
Day, Good Friday and bank holidays do not count so, generally, the whole process 
takes a maximum of two weeks.

3.2 Licences are deemed approved unless the Council actively rejects them. Local 
conditions are applied which include matters relating to hours of operation, safety, 
disability and access, highways impact, anti-social behaviour and noise.

3.3 Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS), administers the scheme on behalf of the 
Council therefore a countywide approach has been taken when drafting policy to 



ensure consistency in the implementation and administration of the new scheme 
across the Worcestershire district Councils.  All six councils have agreed that the 
licence fee is £100 and that a licence should be granted for a maximum period of 6 
months.  A copy of the pavement licence scheme policy is attached at “Appendix 
1”.  

3.4 The consultation process will be managed by WRS who will consult with all the 
stakeholders identified in the draft Policy. Relevant Ward Members and in addition 
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the council will also be consulted in respect of any 
application, and any one of these Members has the ability to ‘call in’, in which case a 
sub-committee of Members should be convened to determine the application.

3.5 In the event of a Member call-in, a sub-committee of Members should, as far as 
reasonably practicable, be drawn from the membership of the Licensing and 
Environmental Health Committee. It is also proposed that this Committee retain 
oversight of the operation of the Policy from time to time.

3.6 Members should note that applications not considered by the Council within the 
scheduled7-day determination period, will in law be deemed automatically 
determined.  These timescales could be very challenging administratively therefore 
in the event of a Member call-in and there is difficulty convening a sub-committee 
meeting during the 7 day determination period, the Managing Director would have 
the ability to exercise urgency powers in consultation with the Leader and Deputy 
Leader, or Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee, so that appropriate terms can be 
put in place, or the application rejected, rather than being determined by default on 
the minimum statutory terms.

Ward(s): All

Contact Officer: Niall McMenamin – Senior Practitioner (Licensing)
Tel 01905 822799 
niall.mcmenamin@worcsregservices.gov.uk
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